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An Empirical Study on "the Maturity" Process of the Class:
Focusing on Teachers’ Narratives in the Greeting Scene at the Beginning of the Class

SAITO, Kazami

Abstract :

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how the maturity of the class is manifested and established by the parties involved. In
this paper, I focus on the greeting scene at the beginning of class and use the concept of "maturity" to capture the transformation of
the class. Studies that generalizes the ideal state of the class or that reveals the state of the classroom group through quantification
cannot approach the reality in which teachers and students live. Therefore, this paper approached the reality as constructed by
teachers and students by staying in close contact with the class for a long period of time by the parties in the class by using the
narratives used in the class as the object of study.

As a result of this analysis, the following things become clear: (1) The maturity of the class does not necessarily require the
transformation of all students, but is manifested by narratives. (2) By changing the task, we pretend to have completed the previous
task, and building on that is the maturity of the class. The maturity needs to be manifested by narratives, but the maturity is not
achieved by merely being composed. Students need to respond to the teachers' narratives to improve reality of the situation. The
teacher then reconstructs the improved reality with a new narrative, accomplishes an aspect of classroom maturity, and moves on
to the next task. The maturation process of the class is for the teacher to create a virtuous cycle of narratives and reality together

of the situation with the students.

Keywords : classroom group, class management, narratives, ethnography, sociology of education



